Arizona side of the Colorado River by Tellman (Plant Press [Tucson] 23 [3] : 4, 14. 1999) and has been documented from both La Paz and Yuma Counties (Yatskievych and Windham, Canotia 4: 46é49. 2008 ). In California, it was first reported by Jacono and Pitman (Aquatic Nuisance Species Digest 4: 13-16. 2001) . Outside the Colorado River drainage and adjacent agricultural canals in Imperial and Riverside Counties, the Consortium of California Herbaria website (http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/consortium) now records sporadic occurrences west to San Diego County and northward to San Luis Obispo and Mendocino Counties (we have not verified these specimens).
In the recent, comprehensive account of Mexican pteridophytes (Mickel and Smith, Mem. New York Bot. Gard. 88: 1B1054. 2004 ), only two species of Salvinia were treated (S. auriculata and S. minima Baker); S. molesta was not mentioned. We recently were made aware of the existence of an apparent 2002 collection from the Villahermosa area in Tabasco (C. Jacono, U.S. Geological Survey, pers. comm.), which may be the earliest documented infestation of the species in the country. Given its presence in the Lower Colorado River drainage of Arizona and California, it also is not surprising that S. molesta should eventually become established in adjacent portions of Mexico. Anecdotal reports place the time of its first discovery in northwestern Mexico during 2003. An online document issued by the Lower Colorado River Giant Salvinia Taskforce (http://www.lcrsalvinia.org/accomplishments/Mexico-PRES%20SM%20BLYTHE%2029-JUN-05.pdf) provided photographic evidence of the presence of the species in Baja California and maps its presence nearly throughout the Mexicali Water District. Until recently, we had not seen a voucher specimen in support of these reports, but our colleague, Richard Felger, kindly collected one at our request: MEXICO, Baja California, Mpio. Mexicali, ca. 0.3 km S of Presa Morelos, wetland with stagnant water pools and sandy-silty river soils, floating aquatic, forming 100% cover on some small, stagnant pools and common at edge of large pools, 32u42916.00N, 114u43944.40W Long., elev. ca. 108 ft, 16 Mar. 2006, R. S. Felger et al. 06-5 (BCMEX, MO, SD, UC).
Despite all of the attention given to the presence of S. molesta in Baja California, the species apparently has not been reported officially from the state of Sonora. However, a recently located voucher specimen was collected by the eminent Mexican aquatic plant researcher, Alejandro Novelo R.: MEXICO, Sonora, Mpio. San Luis Río Colorado, Canal de riego El Barrote, 16 km SO de San Luis Río Colorado, vegetació n acuática, herbácea, hidró fita libremente flotadora de 0.10 m, asociada a Myriophyllum y Potamogeton, 7 Oct. 2004, A. Novelo R. 4566 (MEXU).
Water that enters Mexico in the Colorado River (much of it pumped from deep wells in the desert south of Yuma, Arizona) is impounded behind the Presa Morelos, forming a reservoir that provides water for irrigation of crop fields and other human uses through a complex series of ditches and canals. The stretch of the river from below the dam to its mouth at the Gulf of California has additional water diversions. Salvinia can be spread by water flow through the system, as well as by human activities and waterfowl that utilize the water and transport pieces of plant in mud attached to their feet and feathers. It seems likely that in coming years the species will continue to become increasingly common in both northeastern Baja California and northwestern Sonora. The Lower Colorado River Giant Salvinia Taskforce has completed experimental releases of the biocontrol agent for the weed, a weevil native to southern Brazil called Cryptobagous salviniae Calder & Sands (Coleoptera: Curculionidae), which has been used successfully in some tropical countries of the Old World (Thomas and Room, Nature 320: 581-584. 1986 ; http://www.lcrsalvinia.org/weevil.htm). Some stands also have been sprayed seasonally with herbicides, but thus far these efforts have not succeeded in stopping the spread of S. molesta in the Lower Colorado River. 
